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1. Purpose 

This Marine Circular (MC) is intended to serve as a Guidance for the recording of operations in 

the oil record book 

2. Applicability 

ISM ISPS HSEQ audits, statutory inspections, prepurchase and condition surveys, flag state 

inspections, among other technical services.   

3. Introduction 

Recording on the Oil Record Book (ORB) can be a critical situation.  Chief Engineer are committed 

to record in a correct manner entry on the ORB. The Guidance for the recording of operations 

in the oil record book assists compliance with the International Convention for the Prevention 

of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL) requirements on board ships by providing advice to crews on 

how to record the various operations in the Oil Record Book, in particular by using the correct 

codes and item numbers in order to ensure a more uniform port State control procedure.  

SEATAM Auditors are committed to verify the effectiveness of this circular and to verify that 

ORB are completed in a correct manner.   

The guidelines are to be applied in conjunction with the amendments to MARPOL Annex I that 

entered into force on 1 January 2011.  The guidance document can be obtained at IMO link: 

http://www.imo.org/blast/blastDataHelper.asp?data_id=30856&filename=736-Rev-2.pdf    
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