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MC-005 Detecting errors for the recording of operations in the 

oil record book 

To: Seatam Holding Technical associated 

Subject: Guidance for the recording of operations in the oil record book 

Reference: Seatam Holding QMS – MC 002 inspection of vessels – MC 004 Guidance for the 

recording of operations in the oil record book. 

Date of Issuance: 07.03.2020 

 

 

1. Purpose 

This Marine Circular (MC) is intended to serve as a Guidance for detecting errors when engine 

department recording oil operations in the oil record book. 

2. Applicability 

ISM ISPS HSEQ audits, statutory inspections, flag state inspections, among other technical 

services that could be applicable. 

3. Introduction 

Recently during a regular ISM ISPS internal audit process conducted onboard one of our 

customer’s vessel our attending auditor noted that Engine Department had done several 

mistakes when registered operations on the ORB. 

Some of them:  

a) Using the wrong code for the operation  

b) Some pages forgetting signatures, other than Master at the bottom of the page 

c) Incorrect manner to correct entries. White-out instead of single line. 

This has very serious implications as it gives rise to unnecessary suspicions of illegal discharge.  

The single most frequent port state detention items for vessels is the result of oily water 

separation, overboard discharge and oil record book anomalies. The guidelines are to be applied 

in conjunction with the amendments to MARPOL Annex I that entered into force on 1 January 

2011.   

The guidance document can be obtained at IMO link:  

http://www.imo.org/blast/blastDataHelper.asp?data_id=30856&filename=736-Rev-2.pdf    
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4. Duties of our technical associated and staff 

During the internal audit process or inspection, auditors have the responsibility for establish 

compliance onboard.  It is important that every effort is made to ensure that personnel onboard 

in well familiarized with their duties.  

In the specific case for Oily Water Separator, the auditor should:  

a) Test the Oily Water Separator  

b) To check surrounding OWS areas looking for suspicious discharges  

c) Request the Engine Officer to operate the monitor to going into the menu and retrieves the 

dates and timings of operations.  

d) To register theses electronic records for further comparison; and  

e) Review the Oil Record Book, and upon cross checking with the actual recordings on the ORB, 

verify if the information that auditor has retrieved, as the dates and timings of operations, be in 

accordance.  

If this is not happening, then, Auditor should issue a Non-conformity.  

 

Our Auditors are encouraged to conduct their audits and inspection focuses in obtain evidence 

about compliance, good practices and familiarization onboard audited ships.  

  

 

 

 


